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S&S Imports LLC, ef al.

Defendants.

This matter came to be heard upon the April 9, 2021 filing of Plaintiff’s Motion for Default
Judgment Against Defendants S&S Imports LLC and Matthew N. Spradiin. On January 21,2021,

Plaintiff filed its Complaint against S&S Imports LLC (“S&S Imports™) and Matthew N. Spradiin

(“Spradlin”), who all did business using the name S&S Imports LLC, alleging violations of the
Consumer Sales Practices Act (“CSPA™), R.C. 1345.01 ot seq., and the Certificate of Motor
Vehicle Title Act, R.C. 4505.01 et seq. In accordance with Civ.R. 4.1(A)(1), Defendant S&S
Imiports was served via Certified U.S. Mail on February 1, 2021. Defendant Spradlin was served
via Certified U.S. Mail on February 1, 2021. Defendants have failed to file an answer or any
further pleading on this matter. Individual Defendant Spradlin is not active duty military, a
reservist in active federal service, or a National Guardsman in active service. Therefore, pursuant
to Civ.R. 35(A), the Court hereby GRANTS a defauit judgment against Defendants S&S Imports
and Spradlin on all counts of the Complaint.

In its Motion, the Plaintiff requested that the Court impose upon Defendants S&S Imports
and Spradlin each a separate $20,000 civil penalty and order them to reimburse the Attorncy

General’s Title Defect Recision (“TDR”) Fund in the amount of $5,210.00, jointly and severally.
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The Plaintiff also requested a declaratory judgment and injunctive relief, and submitted evidence
in support of all of these requests.

The Court finds Plaintiff’s requests well-taken. The evidence establishes that the
imposition of a separate $20,000 civil penalty against each of the Defendants is appropriate and
permitted by R.C. 1345.07(D) and that they are liable to reimburse the TDR Fund in the amount
of $5,210.00, jointly and severally. A declaratory judgment and injunctive refief are also issued.

No hearing on this mafter is necessary.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The actions of Defendants have occurred in the State of Chio, including in Allen County.
2. Defendant $&S Imports is an Ohio limited liability company.

3. Defendant Spradlin is an individual who resides at 2435 Kunneke Ave., Lima, Ohio 45805.
4. Defendant Spradlin is the principal owner of S&S Imports and dominated, controlled and

directed the business activities and sales conduct of S&S Imports, exercised the authority

to establish, implement or alter the policies of $&8 Imports, and commitied, allowed,
directed, ratified or otherwise caused the violations to occur, as described in the Complaint
and this Order.

5. Defendants’ principal place of business for their car dealership was located at 423 E. Kibby
St., Lima, Chio 43804.

6. Defendants 8&8 Imports and Spradlin were, at all times relevant to this action, engaged in
the business of soliciting, promoting, purchasing, selling, and collecting the proceeds of
the sales of used motor vehicles from their location in Lima, Olilo to consumers residing
in Allen and other Ohio counties.

7 Defendant $&8 Imports held license #UID011777 issued by the State of Ohio under R C.
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4517.01 et seq., allowing it 1o engage in the business of displaying or selling at retail or
wholesale used motor vehicles. That dealer license is now mactive.

Defendants S&S Imports and Spradlin solicited individual consumers to enter into
consumer fransactions, specitically for the sale of used motor vehicles.

Defendants S&S Imports and Spradlin displayed or sold used motor vehicles from the $&S
Imports LLC dealership location.

Defendants S&S Imporls and Spradlin failed to file applications for certificates of title
within 30 days after the assignment or detivery of motor vehicles.

Defendants S&S Imports and Spradlin failed to obtain certificates of title tn the name of
consumer purchasers on or before the 40th dav after the sale of motor vehicles.
Defendants $&S$ Imports and Spradlin failed to post a surety bond after the Attorney
General paid a retail purchaser of the dealer from the TDR Fund due to the Delendants’
failure to deliver title to the purchaser.

TDR consumer claims totaling $5,210.00 have been paid from the TDR Fund, administered
by the Attorney General’s Office, after Defendants 8&S Imperts and Spradlin tailed to
obtain certificates of title in the name of consumer purchasers on or before the 40th day

aficr the sale of the motor vehicles

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

The Attorney General, acting on behalf of the State of Ohio and in the public interest, is
the proper party to bring this action by virtue of'the authority vested inthe Attorney General
by R.C. 1343.07.

The actions of Defendants $&S Imports and Spradlin have occurred in the State of Ohio,

inchuding in Allen County and. as set forth below, are in violation of the CSPA, R.C.
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1345.01 et seq.. and the Certificate of Motor Vebicle Title Act. R.C. 4505.01 et seq.
Defendants $&$ lmports and Spradlin are “supplier[s]” as that term is defimed m R.C.
1345.01(C) as they were, at all times relevant herein, engaged in the business of effecting
or soliciting “consumer {ransactions” by offering for sale and selling used motor vehicles
to individuals for purposes that were primarily persenal, family, or houschold within the
meaning specified in R.C. 1345.01(A) and (D).

Jurisdiction over the subject matter of this action lies with this Court pursuant to R.C.
1345.04 of the CSPA.

Venue in this Court is proper, pursuant to Ohio Civ. R, 3{C)(2)-(3). because Allen County
is where Defendants S$&S Imports and Spradlin’s principat place of business was located
and where they conducted the transactions that gave rise to the Plamntiff's claim for relief.
Defendants $&S Imports and Spradlin engaged in unfair and deceptive acts and practices
in violation of R.C. 1345.02 of the CSPA by failing to file applications for certificates of
title within 30 days afler the assignment ot delivery of motor vehicies as required by R.C.
4505.06(AX5)(b) ol the Certificate of Motor Vehicle Title Act.

Defendants S&S Imports and Spradlin engaged in unfair and deceptive acts and practices
in violation of R.C. 1345.02(A), by selling motor vehicles to consumers, in the ordinary
course of business. and then failing to obtain certificates of title on or before the 40th day
of sale of the motor vehicles as required by R.C. 4505.181(B) 1) of the Certificate of Motor
Vehicle Title Act.

Defendants S&S Imports and Spradlin engaged in unfair and deceptive acts and practices
in violation of R.C. 1345.02(A), by failing to peost a surety bond afier the Attorney General

paid a retail purchaser of the dealer from the TDR Fund due to the Defendants’ failure to




deliver title to the purchaser, as required by R.C. 4505.181.

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED, ADJUDGED, AND DECREED THAT:

Al

It is DECLARED, pursuant to R.C. 1345.07(A)(1), that the acts and practices committed
by Defendants S&S Imporis and Spradlin, as sct forth above, violate the C8PA R.C.
1345.01 et seq.. and the Certificate of Motor Vehicle Title Act. R.C. 4505.01 et seq.
Defendants S&S Imports and Spradlin, doing business under their own names or any other
names. their agents, representatives, salespeople, cmployees, sUCCessors, or assigns, and
all persons acting in concerl and participation with them, directly or indirectly, are
PERMANENTLY ENJOINED, pursuant to R.C. 1345.07(A)2), from engaging in the acts
and practices deseribed in this order and from further violating the CSPA, R.C. 1345.01 ot
seq., and the Certificate of Motor Vehicle Title Act, R.C. 4305.01 et seq.
Defendants S&S Imports and Spradlin are ORDERED, jointly and severally, to pay
$5,210.00 to the Attorney General to reimburse the TDR Fund for expenditures made to
gesolve consumers’ motor vehicle title defects caused by Defendants 8&S Imports and
Spradlin. Such payment shall be made to the Attorney General via a cerlified check or
money order payable to the “Ohio Attorney General” and delivered within seven days to:

Financial Specialist

Consumer Protection Section

Office of the Ohio Attorney General

30 East Broad Street, 14th Floor

Columbus, Ohio 43215

Based on the above {indings that Defendant S&S Imports committed untair and deceptive

acts and practices in violation of the CSPA, Defendant S&S Imports is ORDERED,

pursuant to R.C. 1343.07(I>). to pay a civil penalty of $20,000. Such payment shall be
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made to the Atterney General via a certified check or money order payable to the “Ohio
Attornev General” and delivered within seven days to:

Financial Specialist

Consumer Protection Section

Office of the Ohio Attorney General

30 East Broad Street, 14th Floor

Columbus, Ohio 43213
Based on the above findings that Defendant Spradlin comnuiited unfair and deceptive acts
and practices in violation of the CSPA, Defendant Spradlinis ORDERED, pursuant to R.C.
1345.07(D}. o pay a civil penalty of 320,000, Such pavment shall be made to the Attorney
General via a certified check or money order payabic to the “Ohio Atiorney General” and
delivered within seven days (o

Financial Specialist

Consumer Protection Section

Oftice of the Ohie Attorney General

30 Fast Broad Street, 14th Floor

Columbus, Ghio 43213
Letendant Spradun 1s PERMANEN LY LENJOINED trom applying for or obtaining any
mofor vehicle dealer or salesperson license under Chapter 4517 of the Revised Code.
Defendants S&S Imports and Spradlin are ENJOINED from engaging in business as
supphers tn any consunier trangaction in the State of Ohio until such time as they have
satistied all monctary obligations ordered herein, and until they have satisfied any
monetary obligations ordered by any other Court in Ohio in conuection with a consunzer

{ransaction.

Defendants shall pay Plaintiff interest and collection costs on this judgment. as permitted

by stalute,




I Defendants S&S Imports and Spradlin are ORDERED, jointly and severally, to pay all

court Gosts.
IT IS SO ORDERED.
{f/ 2@/;:{ ~Te, d’ﬂ %4%
DATE | JUDGE TERRI L. KOHLRIESER

Submitted by:

DAVE YOST
Ohio Attorney General

/5 Timothy W. Effler

Timothy W. Effler (0083768)
Assistant Attorney General
Office of the Attorney General
Consumer Protection Section

1 Government Center

640 Jackson St. Suite 1340
Toledo, Ohio 43604
(419)245-2556

(877) 584-2047 {fax)
timothy.effler@ohjoattorneypeencral .cov
Counsel for PlaintufTt




